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their mothers as "nagging," "weak," or "a drag on
any family of children/' They may have suffered
at the hands of their parents, but they will be
loyal to them, at least through childhood, and you
as their counsellor must let them be. For this is to
be remembered: whenever you destroy a parent,
injure the child-parent relationship, you have
taken away something you cannot replace. There
are situations in which it may seem wise to sepa-
rate children from their parents, but even so the
affectional relationship must be preserved. It is a
necessary part of the horizon of childhood and
youth. With this thought in mind, with the in-
tent to hold together, to keep intact, to build
rather than to destroy, we may move toward the
conduct of the interview.

THE INTERVIEW

Guidance interviews under the best of condi-
tions are difficult, the opening interview most dif-
ficult of all. And of course the first move belongs
jto the counsellor,

"Hello, Tom, how are you?" JPerhaps you hold
out a hand as a gesture of friendliness (if his is
'damp and cold it tells you something of the inner
turmoil beneath)* "I don't believe I've seen you